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Winter Driving Dangers:

How to Stay Safe
on Wet Roads

When people think of winter driving hazards, snow and ice
often come to mind. But in Northern California, the dangers are
different—and just as serious. Heavy rain, dense fog, and slick
roads make driving a challenge, even in milder winter climates.
These hazards don’t just inconvenience drivers—they create
dangerous conditions that can lead to devastating accidents.

Understanding the risks is the first step to staying safe. Rainy
weather and wet roads can affect vehicle performance, visibility,
and reaction time. Add thick fog or oil-slicked pavement into the
mix, and routine drives can quickly turn hazardous. That’s why
staying alert and adjusting your driving habits for winter weather is
so important.

Common Winter Driving Hazards

Drivers in Northern California face several unique challenges during
the rainy winter months, such as:

» Hydroplaning: Water buildup on roads can cause tires to lose
grip, making it hard to control your car.

» Reduced Visibility: Fog, rain, and mist can blur your windshield
and obscure road signs or other vehicles.

« Slippery Roads: Wet pavement combined with oil or debris can
create unexpectedly slick surfaces.

 Poor Tire Performance: Worn tires struggle to maintain traction,
increasing the risk of losing control.

How To Drive Safely On Wet Roads
To reduce the risk of accidents, take these precautions:

» Slow Down: Wet roads require longer stopping distances, so lower your
speed to maintain control.

» Maintain Distance: Give extra space between your vehicle and others to
allow for unexpected stops.

« Use Headlights: In foggy or rainy weather, headlights help you see and be
seen by others.

« Replace Windshield Wipers: Worn-out wipers can leave streaks, reducing
visibility when you need it most.

» Check Your Tires: Make sure your tires have adequate tread and proper
inflation for better grip

» Avoid Sudden Movements: Gentle braking and smooth steering help
prevent skids and loss of control.

Injured in a winter weather crash? Let us help.

Even the most cautious motorists can find themselves injured due to the
negligence of another driver. If you or a loved one was hurt in a winter crash,
Clancy & Diaz, LLP is here to help. Our experienced car accident lawyers
can help you pursue compensation for medical bills, lost wages, and other
related costs. Contact us today for a free consultation.
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Slip & Falls:

Who’s Responsible
For Sidewalk and
Storefront Accidents?

Each year, nearly one million people are seriously injured
in slip and fall accidents, according to the CDC. Many of
these incidents happen on sidewalks or storefronts, where
property owners are responsible for maintaining safe
conditions.

In Northern California, where rainy weather can make
surfaces extra slippery, the risks are even higher. Uneven
sidewalks, poorly maintained storefront entrances, and
cluttered walkways are just a few of the hazards that can
cause severe injuries like fractures, sprains, and traumatic
brain injuries.

What causes slip and fall accidents?

Slip and fall accidents often result from hazards that could have been
avoided with proper maintenance, including but not limited to:

» Wet Surfaces: Rainwater, spills, or tracked-in moisture make
sidewalks and entrances dangerously slick.

» Uneven Pavement: Cracks, potholes, or raised sections of sidewalk
are common tripping hazards.

« Cluttered Walkways: Boxes, debris, or signage blocking paths can
cause falls.

« Poor Lighting: Dimly lit areas hide hazards, especially at night.

 Missing Handrails: Steps and ramps without sturdy handrails increase
the likelihood of losing balance.

When property owners fail to address these risks, they can be held
liable for injuries caused by their negligence.
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Who'’s responsible for paying for your injuries?

Determining liability for a slip and fall depends on where the accident
happened and who was responsible for maintaining the property.
Possible parties include:

» Business Owners: Store owners must keep entrances, sidewalks,
and walkways hazard-free.

« Homeowners: Residential property owners can be liable for hazards
like debris on walkways.

« Landlords or Property Managers: Landlords are required to
maintain safe conditions in rental properties.

« Government Entities: Public sidewalks and streets are often the
city’s responsibility.

« Third-Party Contractors: Maintenance crews or contractors may
share liability if they caused or failed to fix hazards.

If you’ve been injured in a slip and fall accident, gathering evidence
is key. Take photos of the hazard, get witness statements, and seek
medical attention. Our legal team can guide you through the process
and help you hold the responsible party accountable.

ClancyLawGroup.com




Bicycle Accidents:

How to Protect Yourself and
What to Do After a Crash' g ' 5 =y

Biking is a favorite pastime and an eco-friendly way to commute in*
Northern California. However, it’s not without risks. Drivers who fail to
share the road or pay attention cause thousands of accidents each yéaf,’

leaving cyclists with severe injuries.

Why do bicycle accidents happen?

Many bicycle crashes occur due to careless or distracted driving by
people in larger vehicles. Some of the most common causes include:

« Distracted Driving: Drivers using phones or GPS often fail to notice
cyclists.

» Unsafe Passing: Cars that pass too closely can clip cyclists or force
them off the road.

« Failure to Yield: Drivers often cut off cyclists at intersections or while
turning.

« Speeding: High speeds reduce reaction times, making collisions harder
to avoid.

» Opening Car Doors: Cyclists can crash into car doors that suddenly
open in their path. This is called a “dooring” accident.

« Driving Under the Influence: Impaired drivers endanger everyone,
including cyclists.

These accidents can result in serious injuries like broken bones, head
trauma, and spinal damage.

How cyclists can reduce the risk of accidents

While drivers bear much of the responsibility for bike accidents, cyclists
can take steps to stay safe:

» Wear a Helmet: A proper helmet reduces the risk of serious head
injuries.
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« Use Lights and Reflective Gear: Increase visibility, especially in low
light or rainy weather.

« Ride Predictably: Follow traffic laws, signal turns, and avoid sudden
lane changes.

» Stay Out of Blind Spots: Avoid lingering near vehicles where drivers
can’t see you.

» Be Cautious at Intersections: Make eye contact with drivers before
proceeding.

» Watch for Parked Cars: Keep an eye out for car doors opening
unexpectedly.

« Stick to Bike Lanes: When available, bike lanes provide a safer space
to ride.

Even with these precautions, accidents still happen.

Injured in a bike accident? We're here for you.

If you’ve been hurt in a bike accident caused by a negligent driver,
Clancy & Diaz, LLP can help. Our experienced team knows what it takes
to secure compensation for injured cyclists. Contact us for a free case
evaluation. We proudly serve Walnut Creek, Antioch, and the entire Bay
Area.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury and other issues. It is for information purposes only and
is not intended to be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel.

‘The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.




