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Who Can Be
Held Liable in an

Uber or Lyft Crash?

Rideshare services like Uber and Lyft have made
transportation more convenient, but when accidents
happen, figuring out who’s responsible can be
complicated. If you were injured in a crash involving
a rideshare vehicle, knowing your legal options is
crucial.

Who is Liable in a Rideshare Accident?

Liability in an Uber or Lyft crash depends on who caused the
accident and the rideshare driver’s status at the time of the crash:

« Rideshare Driver is At Fault: Uber and Lyft provide insurance
coverage, but the amount depends on whether the driver was
waiting for a ride, en route to pick up a passenger, or actively
transporting someone.

» Another Driver is At Fault: If another motorist caused the crash,
their insurance should cover your damages.

» Multiple Parties Share Liability: Sometimes, both the rideshare
driver and another motorist share fault, leading to complex
insurance claims.
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Common Rideshare Accident Scenarios

Again, depending on who was involved and how the crash happened,
responsibility can shift between multiple parties. Let’s break it down with
common accident scenarios:

Passenger in an Uber or Lyft

Scenario: You’re riding in the backseat of a Lyft when another car runs a red
light and crashes into you.

Who'’s Liable? The at-fault driver (not your rideshare driver) is responsible,
meaning their insurance should cover your injuries. If they’re uninsured,
Uber and Lyft’s uninsured motorist coverage may apply.

Pedestrian Hit by a Rideshare Driver

Scenario: You’re crossing the street at a marked crosswalk when an Uber
driver, looking at their app for a pickup, hits you.

Who's Liable? The Uber driver is at fault, but their level of insurance
coverage depends on whether they were actively transporting a passenger, on
the way to a pickup, or just waiting for a ride request.

Another Driver Hit by an Uber or Lyft

Scenario: You’re driving through an intersection with the right of way when a
distracted Uber driver crashes into you.

Who'’s Liable? The Uber driver is at fault, and if they were actively working
for Uber or Lyft at the time, the company’s insurance may cover your
damages.

Continued on Page 4
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Know Your Rights
If You Are Hurt

on Vacation

A relaxing California getaway can quickly become a nightmare
if you’re injured while on vacation. Whether you slip on a wet
hotel lobby floor or trip over unsafe stairs at a rental property,
you have legal rights under California premises liability laws.

California’s Most Common Vacation Injuries — Food Poisoning at Restaurants
Are You at Risk?

Severe foodborne illness can ruin a trip. If a restaurant’s negligence
Getting injured on vacation is the last thing anyone plans for, but caused you to get sick, they could be held responsible for medical
accidents happen more often than you’d think. Whether you’re visiting expenses.

a beachfront resort, a national park, or a city attraction, certain

What to Do After an Injury on Vacation

hazards can turn a dream trip into a painful experience. Here are some

of the most common vacation-related injuries in California: 1. Report the Incident: Notify hotel staff, the property owner, or the

business immediately.

Slip and Falls at Resorts or Hotels

Slick pool decks, wet lobby floors, or poorly maintained staircases 2. Take Photos: Document the hazard that caused your injury.

can cause serious falls. Hotels and resorts are responsible for keeping 3. Get Medical Attention: Don’t wait—seek care immediately

walkways safe and warning guests of hazards.
4. Preserve Evidence: Save receipts, records, and communication

Airbnb & Vacation Rental Accidents

related to the accident.

Loose railings, faulty stairs, or broken furniture can lead to injuries. 5. Consult an Attorney: A lawyer can review the details of your case,

Hosts are required to provide a safe environment, and if negligence identify all potentially liable parties, and fight for the maximum

played a role in you getting hurt, they can be held liable. compensation you deserve.

Car Accidents While Traveling

Driving in California’s Bay Area can be risky, especially if other drivers
are speeding or distracted. If another driver causes a crash, their
insurance should cover your damages. If it’s a rental car, additional
coverage options may come into play.

Injuries at National Parks & Outdoor Attractions

Hiking trails, scenic overlooks, and adventure activities come with risks, . .
Let Clancy & Diaz Handle Everything

but if poor maintenance or lack of proper safety warnings leads to an

injury, liability may fall on park management or private tour operators. No one wants to think about getting hurt on vacation, but knowing
your rights can make all the difference. If you’ve been injured
while visiting California’s Bay Area, Clancy & Diaz, LLP can help you
navigate the legal process and seek compensation for your losses.
Contact us today for a free consultation.
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Hit-and-Run Accidents:

What to Do If t

Other Driver Fle

Hit-and-run crashes leave victims with not only
injuries but also frustration over who will cover
their damages. Whether you were in a car, on a
bike, or walking when it happened, knowing yo
legal options is essential.

Hit-and-Runs Involving Motorcyclists,
Pedestrians, and Bicyclists

Hit-and-run accidents are devastating for any victim, but they can

be especially severe when they involve motorcyclists, pedestrians, or
bicyclists. Without the protection of a vehicle, these individuals are
at a much higher risk of catastrophic injuries.

Motorcycle Hit-and-Runs

Motorcyclists are often the victims of reckless drivers who fail to check
their blind spots or cut them off in traffic. When a driver flees the scene
after hitting a motorcycle, the injured rider is left with medical bills,
lost wages, and a damaged bike. Uninsured motorist (UM) coverage can
help cover costs, but filing a claim can be complex without the at-fault
driver’s information.

Pedestrian Hit-and-Runs

Crosswalks and intersections should be safe places for pedestrians,

but careless drivers who speed, run red lights, or fail to yield cause
thousands of injuries each year. If a driver hits you while walking and
then takes off, you still have legal options. California law allows injured
pedestrians to use their own UM coverage, even if they weren’t in a car
at the time of the accident.

Bicycle Hit-and-Runs

Cyclists are vulnerable to serious injuries in hit-and-run crashes. Drivers
often claim they “didn’t see” the bicyclist, but that’s no excuse for
leaving the scene of an accident. California law treats bicycle hit-and-
runs just like other crashes, meaning the fleeing driver faces criminal
penalties if caught. Injured cyclists can also file a claim through their
own auto insurance (if they have UM coverage) or explore other legal
options.
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Why Drivers Flee & Why You Shouldn’t Chase Them

Drivers leave the scene of an accident for many reasons—some panic,
while others are intoxicated, uninsured, or driving with a suspended
license. No matter the reason, fleeing the scene is a crime in California.

If you’re the victim of a hit-and-run, resist the urge to chase the
driver. Pursuing them can put you in danger and make it harder for law
enforcement to track them down. Instead, focus on gathering evidence
and reporting the crash.

Explore All Your Legal Options With Clancy & Diaz

Even if the at-fault driver isn’t found, you still have options. A lawyer
can help you file an uninsured motorist claim, investigate potential
leads, and pursue compensation for your medical bills, lost wages, and
other damages. If you’ve been injured in a hit-and-run in the Bay Area,
Clancy & Diaz, LLP is ready to help. Give us a call or contact us online
today, and let us help you find your way forward after a hit-and-run
accident.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury and other issues. It is for information purposes only and

is not intended to be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel.

The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.
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Who Can Be Held Liable in an Uber or Lyft Crash?

Rideshare Driver Injured in a Crash

Scenario: You’re an Uber driver with a passenger when
another driver rear-ends you at a stoplight.

Who's Liable? The other driver is responsible for damages.
However, if they are uninsured or underinsured, Uber and
Lyft’s insurance should provide coverage.

Clancy & Diaz Handles Complex Rideshare Cases

No matter the situation, rideshare accident claims can get
complicated. If you’ve been injured in an Uber or Lyft crash,
Clancy & Diaz, LLP can help you figure out who’s responsible
and fight for the maximum compensation you deserve.
Schedule a free case evaluation to learn more.




