
The holiday season in Northern California is filled with celebrations, but 
it’s also one of the most dangerous times of the year on the road. Office 
parties, family gatherings, and New Year’s Eve events often include 
alcohol, which increases the risk of drunk driving crashes. Cities like 
Oakland, Concord, and Walnut Creek see a noticeable rise in impaired 
driving during December.

Alcohol-related accidents aren’t just more common during the holidays 
— they’re also more severe. Impaired drivers are more likely to speed, 
run red lights, and engage in other dangerous driving habits. These 
reckless choices often leave victims with serious injuries that take 
months or years to heal. Families may also face financial stress as 
medical bills and missed work pile up.

How is fault determined in a drunk driving accident?

Some of the different ways fault is determined after a drunk driving 
accident include:

• �Police reports carry significant weight in establishing fault, especially 
if the driver was arrested for DUI.

• �Breathalyzer or blood test results showing alcohol impairment can 
be definitive evidence of driver impairment.

•� Witness statements, including those from passengers or other 
drivers, may confirm that the driver was drunk at the time of the 
collision.

• �Video footage from traffic cameras or nearby businesses often helps 
prove how the crash occurred.
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•� �Driver’s criminal history of prior DUIs can sometimes be used to 
show a pattern of dangerous behavior.

Solid evidence can help build strong legal cases, especially when it 
comes to drunk driving accidents in Northern California.

What compensation is available to drunk driving 
accident victims?

If you or a loved one was injured in an accident caused by a drunk 
driver in California, you may be eligible to recover compensation for:

• �Medical expenses, including emergency care, surgery, physical 
therapy, and long-term future medical treatments.

• Lost wages for time away from work to rest and recover.

• �Reduced earning capacity if you can’t return to your previous job 
because of lasting injuries or a permanent disability.

• �Pain and suffering for both physical pain and emotional trauma from 
the crash.

How do lawyers prove fault in a drunk driving crash?

Evidence builds strong cases, especially in cases involving a drunk 
driver. It’s important to remember that accident claims filed by injury 
victims are different from criminal charges filed against a drunk driver. 
The criminal case is unrelated to an injury claim or lawsuit, which 
constitutes a separate civil case. 
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Northern California streets grow busier in December and January. 
Shoppers crowd downtowns. Children attend school holiday events. 
Families walk to see festive light displays. At the same time, shorter 
daylight hours mean many people are walking in the dark during morning 
and evening hours. All of this adds up to an increased risk of pedestrian 
accidents.

Why are pedestrian accidents more common  
during the holidays?

There are many reasons why pedestrians are more likely to be hit by a 
car around the holidays in Northern California:

• �Shorter days mean pedestrians spend more time walking in low light 
or darkness.

• �Holiday traffic creates congested streets where drivers make careless 
or reckless decisions.

• �Distracted driving increases as people check phones for directions, 
sales, or texts while shopping.

• �Alcohol consumption rises during holiday gatherings, raising the risk 
of impaired driving.

• �Weather conditions like fog and rain reduce visibility and lengthen 
stopping distances.

• �Parking lots near malls and shopping centers become crowded and 
chaotic, putting pedestrians at risk.

How does the time of year affect  
pedestrian accident claims?

Some of the additional reasons why pedestrians face an uphill battle 
– especially if they file an injury claim or lawsuit – around the holidays 
include:

• �Witnesses may be distracted by holiday activity, making their 
statements less reliable.

• �Insurance companies may argue that poor visibility was to blame 
instead of driver negligence.

• �Courts and insurance companies may face delays due to holiday 
closures, slowing case progress.

• �Medical facilities may experience delays due to higher demand 
during flu season, complicating recovery timelines.

What can drivers do to prevent  
holiday pedestrian accidents?

Pedestrians aren’t the only ones who need to be more careful around the 
holidays. Drivers have a responsibility to do their part to make California’s 
roads safer for everyone, including pedestrians.

• �Slow down when driving in neighborhoods, shopping areas, and 
near crosswalks, especially after dark.

• �Avoid distractions like texting, adjusting a GPS, or handling holiday 
shopping bags while driving.

• �Watch for pedestrians in parking lots, where crowds and poor lighting 
make accidents more likely.

• �Be extra careful at intersections and always yield to pedestrians in 
crosswalks.

• �Never drive after drinking at a holiday party or family gathering.

• �Use headlights and windshield wipers properly in rainy or foggy 
conditions to improve visibility.

While pedestrian accidents rise during the holiday months, injury victims 
are not powerless. By understanding how fault, compensation, and timing 
can affect these cases, injured pedestrians can take steps to secure the 
resources they need to move forward. An experienced Northern California 
lawyer at Clancy & Diaz, LLP can cut through excuses and hold negligent 
drivers accountable.
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• �The delivery driver may be personally responsible if they were 
reckless or careless.

• �The corporation, such as Amazon, UPS, FedEx, or another delivery 
company, may be held liable under “vicarious liability” if the driver was 
acting as their employee.

• �If the driver is an independent contractor, proving company 
responsibility may require additional evidence.

• �Vehicle owners can also share liability if the van was leased or rented.

• �Maintenance companies may be responsible if a mechanical failure 
contributed to the crash.

• �In some cases, multiple parties may share fault, making these claims 
more complex.

What evidence is important in delivery  
van accident cases?

To build a strong legal case in support of your injury claim or lawsuit, you 
need to provide strong evidence of wrongdoing. Such evidence can cover 
a wide range, including:

• �Driver logs that show unrealistic delivery schedules and long hours 
worked.

• �GPS and other data that record speed, braking, and driving routes.

• �Video footage from traffic cameras, security videos, or dash cam footage.

• �Eyewitness statements confirming the delivery driver’s reckless 
behavior.

• �Maintenance records that show whether the van was properly serviced.

• ��Company policies and contracts that determine whether the driver was 
an employee or contractor.

We know what’s at stake at Clancy & Diaz, LLP. That’s why we want to 
help. To learn more about your legal rights, contact us today for a free 
consultation.

The holiday season brings a surge of delivery vans to neighborhoods 
across Northern California. Many additional commercial vehicles, operated 
by Amazon, UPS, FedEx, and other companies, fill the roads. And all these 
drivers often face pressure to meet tight schedules, increasing the risk of 
crashes. From residential streets in Oakland to freeways through Contra 
Costa County, the sheer number of delivery vehicles creates chaos for 
drivers, cyclists, and pedestrians.

Why do delivery truck accidents happen  
during the holidays?

With tight schedules and heavy delivery volumes, mistakes by drivers 
become more common. Unfortunately, these mistakes often lead to serious 
crashes that put pedestrians, cyclists, and other drivers at risk. Common 
reasons why these accidents happen include:

• �Inexperienced seasonal delivery truck drivers who don’t know how to 
operate a large truck safely.

• �Speeding to meet deadlines can cause drivers to run red lights or fail to 
yield at intersections.

•� �Distracted driving while checking GPS, scanning addresses, or 
handling packages increases the chance of missing hazards.

• �Fatigue from long shifts makes drivers less alert and slower to react to 
changing road conditions.

• �Unsafe lane changes in busy traffic can lead to sideswipes and multi-
vehicle collisions.

• �Double-parking or stopping suddenly to make deliveries creates 
unexpected obstacles for passing cars and bikes.

These risks rise during December when delivery demands are at their 
peak. Holding companies accountable for these accidents can help victims 
recover and encourage safer practices in the future.

Who can be held liable in a delivery van accident?

Depending on the circumstances of your accident, you may be able to seek 
compensation from several liable (legally responsible) parties, including:

Collisions Involving Commercial  
Truck Drivers Can Be Complicated
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Some of the best ways for an attorney representing someone injured 
in a crash caused by a drunk driver to prove what happened include:

• �Gather police and toxicology reports that document impairment.

• �Obtain testimony from first responders, medical professionals, and 
crash reconstruction experts.

• �Review the at-fault driver’s social media or receipts to show 
where they were drinking.

• �Use surveillance or dashcam footage to demonstrate reckless 
driving behavior.

• �Calculate long-term costs with help from medical and financial 
experts to strengthen the value of the claim.

An experienced Northern California lawyer can use this evidence 
to build the strongest possible legal case. By holding drunk drivers 
accountable, these claims don’t just help victims recover — they also 
make roads safer for everyone.

To learn more about how we can help you, contact Clancy & Diaz, 
LLP for a free consultation with a California drunk driving accident 
lawyer you can count on in a crisis.

Learn Your Rights  
After an Accident

Explore Our Extensive Video Gallery 
clancylawgroup.com/video-gallery

Each video features practical guidance to 
help you understand your rights and what 

steps to take after a crash.


